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BACKGROUND 

The  Student  Advisory  Council  to  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Education  was  established  by  Chapter  1009  of  the  Acts  of  1971. 
The  Student  Advisory  Council  is  comprised  of  eleven  regional 
student  advisory  councils  and  one  state  student  advisory  council. 
Each  high  school  student  body  in  the  Commonwealth  elects  two 
delegates  to  one  of  the  eleven  regional  councils  which  meets  four 
times  a  year.   The  eleven  regional  councils,  in  turn,  elect  four 
delegates  to  the  State  Student  Advisory  Council.   The  state 
council  elects  three  officers:   a  recorder,  a  vice-chairperson, 
and  a  chairperson  who  serves  as  a  voting  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  representing  the  council  and  the  secondary  school 
students  of  the  Commonwealth.   Staff  from  the  Department  of 
Education  provide  technical  assistance  to  the  six  hundred  member 
Student  Advisory  Council. 

BACKGROUND 

The  goals  contained  in  this  report  are  the  result  of  the  Student 
Advisory  Council  Summer  Leadership  Conference  held  at  the 
Northfield-Mt .  Hermon  School  from  August  17-20,  1992.  The 
Northfield  conference  was  a  valuable  learning  experience  for  all 
attendees.   Workshops  on  a  variety  of  subjects  and  issues  not 
only  prepared  us  for  the  year  ahead,  but  gave  us  a  better 
understanding  of  ourselves  and  our  peers,  as  well  as  public 
education  issues  and  pending  legislation  of  particular  interest 
to  students. 

Students  were  divided  into  state  task  forces  to  create  their  work 
plans  for  the  upcoming  year.   The  five  task  forces  are:   the 
Legislative  Task  Force,  Social  Issues  Task  Force,  Student  Rights 
Task  Force,  Media  Relations  Task  Force  and  the  Regional  Chairs 
Task  Force. 

The  State  Student  Advisory  Council  also  established  specific 
goals  for  the  upcoming  year.   In  particular,  the  leadership  of 
the  State  Student  Advisory  council  has  identified  the  importance 
of  strengthening  communication  between  all  members  of  the 
regional  and  state  councils  as  well  as  with  students  at  the  local 
high  school  level.   Plans  to  strengthen  ties  within  the  council 
will  be  initiated  within  the  Media  Relations  Task  Force  and 
Regional  Council  structure.   With  the  reduction  of  regional 
council  meetings  to  four  per  year,  it  is  imperative  to  strengthen 
the  lines  of  communication  within  the  council  by  publicizing 
council  activities,  and  assisting  students  to  organize 
constituencies  in  local  schools  around  council  activities. 

This  year's  council  will  continue  to  work  on  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  previous  year.   In  particular,  this  includes 
continuing  the  legislative  agenda  of  the  council  to  enact  bills 
which  would  establish  teacher  confidentiality,  include  AIDS/HIV 
education  in  existing  school  health  curriculum,  and  work  to 
protect  students  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  schools. 
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LEGISLATIVE  TASK  FORCE 
Introduction 
The  goals  of  this  year's  Legislative  Task  Force  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  oversee  all  legislative  activities  of  SAC. 

2.  To  monitor,  evaluate,  and  take  action  on  all  student  related 
legislation  filed  by  other  organizations. 

3.  To  organize  effective  activism  and  lobbying  for  students' 
legislative  issues  from  last  year. 

4.  To  ensure  and  pursue  the  passage  of  bills  now  pending  in  the 
State  Legislature. 

In  addition  to  filing  new  bills  representing  council  priorities, 
the  Legislative  Task  Force  will  continue  to  seek  passage  of 
previously  filed  bills  that  are  now  pending  in  the  Legislature, 
These  bills  include  adding  AIDS/HIV  prevention  education  to 
existing  health  curriculum  (H2800),  sexual  orientation  as  a 
protected  class  (H2644) ,  improving  student-teacher  communication 
through  confidentiality  (H3701) ,  mandating  a  student  member  with 
full  voting  privileges  on  local  school  committees,  and  addressing 
those  areas  of  the  Governor's  Education  Reform  Package  that  might 
adversely  impact  students'  rights. 

Activities 


I. 


Sexual  Orientation  H.B.  2644 


The  Legislative  Task  Force  will  continue  to  lobby  in 
support  of  House  Bill  2644,  An  Act  to  Prohibit 
Discrimination  Against  Students  In  Public  Schools  On 
The  Basis  of  Sexual  Orientation.   Chapter  622  currently 
protects  students  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex, 
religion,  national  origin,  or  handicap.   House  Bill 
2644  will  amend  Chapter  622  to  include  sexual 
orientation.   Currently,  the  bill  is  on  the  Senate 
calendar  to  be  heard  after  recess  in  late  September 
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II.  House  Bill  2800:   AIDS/HIV  Prevention  Education 

House  Bill  2800,  An  Act  To  Include  AIDS/HIV  Prevention 
Education  In  The  Health  Curriculum  Of  Public  Schools  is 
currently  in  the  House  Committee  on  Third  Reading. 
This  is  the  second  year  that  this  bill  has  been  filed 
on  behalf  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council  by 
Representative  Barbara  Hildt.   The  bill  has  continued 
to  make  steady  progress. 

As  the  AIDS  virus  continues  to  spread  at  an  aggressive 
rate,  the  impact  on  adolescents  is  serious.   In  a 
Department  of  Education  1990  survey  it  was  estimated 
that  approximately  forty-six  percent  of  all  high  school 
students  were  active  sexually,  while  twenty-two  percent 
of  them  have  had  unprotected  sex.   Unless  teens  are 
educated  about  prevention,  many  more  will  contract  this 
disease. 

We  plan  to  actively  lobby  for  this  bill  by  telephone 
and  writing  campaigns  to  Senators  and  Representatives. 
In  addition,  we  will  gather  testimony  from  groups  and 
individuals  that  have  previously  offered  support  for 
the  passage  of  this  bill  (eg.,  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
Children's  Hospital,  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health, 
BAGLY  and  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health) . 

If  the  bill  does  not  pass  in  the  current  legislative 
session,  we  will  refile  this  amendment  to  Section  1  of 
Chapter  71  at  the  beginning  of  December. 

III .  Student/Teacher  Confidentiality 

House  Bill  3701,  An  Act  To  Improve  Student /Teacher 
Communication  by  providing  that  certain  information 
between  students  and  school  personnel  be  confidential 
is  now  in  the  House  Committee  on  Third  Reading. 
Because  of  the  efforts  of  last  year's  Legislative  Task 
Force  and  the  progress  the  bill  has  made,  we  hope  it 
will  move  out  of  the  Committee  on  Third  Reading  after 
the  summer  session.   The  Legislative  Task  Force  will 
continue  a  mailing  campaign  and  person-to-person 
lobbying  for  this  bill. 

If  H.3701  passes,  students  would  have  a  supportive 
adult  to  turn  to  in  a  time  of  turmoil  rather  than 
relying  on  peer  advise  or  inaccurate  information.   It 
would  eliminate  the  burden  of  worrying  about  whether  or 
not  communication  would  be  kept  confidential.   Faculty 
members  would  be  more  capable  of  fulfilling  students' 
needs  if  they  were  aware  of  these  protections.   This 
bill  would  provide  faculty  and  students  with  a  better 
sense  of  security  and  would  improve  student /teacher 
relationships . 
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IV.  Academic  Punishment 

This  past  year.  House  Bill  2801,  An  Act  To  Prohibit  The 
Use  Of  Academic  Punishment  In  Public  Schools,  was 
placed  in  study.  Academic  punishment,  practiced  in  at 
least  60%  of  the  state's  secondary  schools,  puts  teens 
at  risk.   Students  whose  grades  are  lowered  because  of 
academic  punishment  often  feel  no  motivation  and  no 
further  reasons  to  attend  school.   Academic  punishment 
often  impacts  students  who  are  legitimately  absent  more 
than  the  allotted  number  of  days.   These  students  can 
include  pregnant  and  parenting  teens,  teens  who  are  ill 
and  cannot  obtain  a  doctor's  notice  because  they  cannot 
afford  a  doctor,  and  working  students  who  might  have 
family  responsibilities,  such  as  caring  for  an  ailing 
family  member.   Academic  punishment  needs  to  be 
replaced  by  supportive  measures  that  encourages 
students  to  remain  in  school. 

V.  A  Voting  Student  Member  on  Each  School  Committee 

A  priority  of  the  Legislative  Task  Force  this  year 
includes  drafting  and  submitting  a  bill  that  would 
propose  a  voting  student  elected  to  each  of  the  local 
school  committees  across  the  Commonwealth.   Current  law 
states  that  in  each  school  district  students  elect  a 
student  advisory  council  to  the  school  committee,  and 
the  elected  chairperson  of  this  council  sits  as  a  non- 
voting member  of  the  school  committee. 

Some  school  districts  have  already  chosen  to  include 
voting  student  members  on  their  school  committees. 
Mandating  this  membership  uniformly  would  increase 
student  decision  making  in  their  education  and  increase 
communication  between  students,  administration,  and 
parents.   Considering  that  Massachusetts  students 
currently  have  a  voting  student  member  on  the  Board  of 
Education,  it  would  seem  both  appropriate  and 
consistent  to  have  voting  student  representatives  on 
school  committees. 

SOCIAL  ISSUES  TASK  FORCE 

Introduction 

The  Social  Issues  Task  Force  will  concentrate  on  continuing  the 
AIDS/Condom  availability  initiatives  from  last  year  as  well  as 
organizing  and  holding  a  state-wide  conference  in  order  to  raise 
awareness  of  significant  social  issues  for  youth. 

Activities 

I.    AIDS/HIV  Education 

The  AIDS  epidemic  continues  to  grow  and  is  becoming  more 
prevalent  among  adolescents.   According  to  the  July  1992 
statistics  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health, 
approximately  1,500  adolescents  in  this  state  are  infected  with 
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HIV,  the  virus  which  causes  AIDS.   As  the  number  of  high  school 
students  infected  with  HIV  increases,  so  has  the  need  for  further 
education  and  information. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  prevention  of  HIV  among  teens,  last 
year's  Social  Issues  Task  Force  created  a  fact  sheet  entitled  "Do 
You  Want  Condoms  Made  Available  in  Your  School?."   This  year's 
Social  Issues  Task  Force  has  chosen  to  continue  these  efforts  by 
distributing  the  fact  sheet  to  Massachusetts  students  in  a 
variety  of  ways.   These  methods  include: 

1.  Presenting  the  fact  sheet  and  information  to  the 
regional  councils  so  that  members  can  bring  back 
the  information  to  their  own  schools. 

2.  Mailing  the  fact  sheet  directly  to  Massachusetts' 
Student  Council  Presidents. 

3.  Distributing  the  fact  sheets  personally  at  the  AIDS 
Action  Conference  on  Condom  Availability  and  AIDS/HIV 
education  in  October  of  1992. 

4.  Promoting  the  fact  sheet  independently  at  student 
conferences  and  trainings  throughout  the  year. 

Although  many  communities  have  responded  to  the  Board  of 
Education's  recommendations  for  AIDS/HIV  Prevention  Education, 
only  fifteen  communities  have  accepted  the  responsibility  of 
making  condoms  available  to  high  school  students. 

By  the  end  of  this  year,  we  hope  to  make  students  more  aware  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic,  to  educate  them  about  protecting  themselves, 
to  gain  support  from  other  schools  and  communities  in  facing  the 
problem,  to  reduce  the  number  of  adolescents  affected  by  the 
disease,  to  increase  the  number  of  communities  making  condoms 
available  in  their  high  schools,  and  to  protect  our  future. 

II.   "ISMS"  Conference 

The  continuous  violation  of  human  rights  is  a  prevailing  issue 
which  the  Social  Issue  Task  Force  plans  to  address  by  holding  a 
state-wide  student  conference  in  the  spring  of  1993. 

The  purpose  of  this  conference  will  be  to  raise  the  consciousness 
of  students  concerning  the  pervasive  issues  of  racism,  sexism, 
sexual  violations,  and  homophobia.   We  plan  to  conduct  an 
extensive  follow-up  to  the  conference  by  compiling  a  mailing  list 
and  keeping  conference  attendees  well  informed. 
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STUDENT  RIGHTS  TASK  FORCE 

Introduction 

The  purpose  of  the  Student  Rights  Task  Force  is  to  educate  the 
students  of  Massachusetts  about  their  rights  and  responsibilities 
while  attending  school. 

The  main  objective  of  this  year's  Task  Force  will  be  to 
disseminate  the  student's  rights  handbook,  "CHECK  IT  OUT,"  to 
each  public  high  school  in  Massachusetts.   "CHECK  IT  OUT"  has 
been  updated  and  revised  to  inform  students  about  their  rights 
and  responsibilities  in  Massachusetts  public  schools. 

To  inform  students  about  procedures  for  registering  a  complaint 
or  inquiry  regarding  a  school  policy  or  disciplinary  action,  a 
flyer  which  describes  the  Department  of  Education's  Complaint 
Management  System  will  be  distributed  with  "CHECK  IT  OUT" . 
Following  successful  distribution  of  "CHECK  IT  OUT",  an  agenda  to 
educate  students  about  their  voting  rights  will  be  initiated  in 
conjunction  with  on-going  efforts  towards  voter  registration  at 
the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Activities 

I.    Dissemination  of  "CHECK  IT  OUT" 


I 


Distribution  of  "CHECK  IT  OUT"  is  the  main  objective  of 
the  Student  Rights  Task  Force.   The  goal  of  "CHECK  IT 
OUT"  is  to  increase  education  and  awareness  of  the 
rights  of  students  in  Massachusetts'  public  schools.   A 
copy  of  "CHECK  IT  OUT"  and  a  cover  letter  will  be  sent 
to  all  high  school  principals  and  librarians.   As  well, 
a  similar  mailing  will  be  sent  to  all  Student  Council 
Presidents  along  with  a  distribution  suggestion  list,  a 
Complaint  Management  System  fact  sheet.  Check  It  Out 
order  form  information,  a  directory  of  Student  Rights 
Task  Force  members  grouped  by  regions,  and  an 
advertisement  flyer  for  "CHECK  IT  OUT, "  which  they  can 
copy  and  distribute  within  their  own  schools. 

II.  Our  second  objective  is  to  increase  awareness  of 
eighteen  year  old  students'  rights  to  vote  in  public 
elections  in  Massachusetts.   Strategies  for  this 
campaign  will  be  developed  throughout  the  year. 

III.  The  Student  Rights  Task  Force's  final  objective  is  to 
collaborate  with  the  Legislative  Task  Force  to  place  a 
voting  student  member  on  each  school  committee  across 
the  state. 
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MEDIA  RELATIONS  TASK  FORCE 

Introduction 

The  SAC  has  come  a  long  way  in  defining  students'  rights 
through  hard  work,  dedication,  and  perseverance.    The  Media 
Relations  Task  Force  will  promote  student  rights  and  student 
involvement  in  decision  making  by  strengthening  the 
communication  between  local  schools,  the  regional  councils 
and  the  state  council.  The  Media  Relations  Task  Force  has 
proposed  new  ideas  for  communication  expansion  such  as  a 
monthly  bulletin  for  students  and  a  new  timeline  for  the 
newsletter.   The  newsletter  will  be  distributed  to  high 
school  principals  and  librarians.   Our  hope  is  that  schools 
will  copy  and  disseminate  Palatyi,  the  SAC  newsletter,  to 
students.   Palatyi  will  also  be  given  to  all  regional 
delegates  in  an  effort  to  strengthen  the  links  between  the 
state  and  regional  councils,  and  high  school  students. 

Activities 

The  Media  Relations  Task  Force  will  seek  to  create  and 
utilize  effective  communication  between  high  school 
students,  the  Board  of  Education,  parents,  and  faculty.   The 
staff  of  Palatyi  wish  to  educate  students  about  their  rights 
as  well  as  inform  them  of  the  responsibilities  that  go  along 
with  those  rights.   The  newsletter  will  serve  as  a  forum  to 
discuss  the  concerns  of  students  statewide. 

Four  newsletters  will  be  produced  in  the  coming  year 
beginning  in  October.   Each  issue  will  contain  the 
following: 

1.  Interviews  with  a  wide  array  of  people  from  different 
social  and  economic  backgrounds  to  expand  our  outlook 
on  educational  issues 

2.  Examples  of  student  activism 

3 .  A  section  of  poetry  by  students 

4.  The  accomplishments  of  different  task  forces 

5.  A  section  for  entertainment  in  the  form  of  cartoons 

6.  Important  issues  discussed  by  the  SAC  relevant  to 
students 

7.  Dear  Donmeister-  a  student  advice  column  which 
answers  questions  regarding  students'  rights 

8.  Monthly  Bulletin-  an  update  of  the  SAC ' s  activities 
and  student  activism,  to  draw  attention  to  HOT  issues 
affecting  students. 

The  Media  Relations  Task  Force  plans  to  distribute  four 
issues  of  Palatyi  throughout  the  year.   We  hope  to  get 
issues  out  every  other  month,  starting  in  October.   In 
addition,  the  Task  Force  will  distribute  a  bulletin  every 
month  to  high  schools.   The  bulletin  will  be  a  tool  to 
inform  students  of  the  SAC's  on-going  activities. 
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REGIONAL  CHAIRPERSONS  TASK  FORCE 


Introduction 


The  Regional  Student  Advisory  Councils  (RSAC)  are  essential 
for  the  success  of  the  state  Student  Advisory  Council  (SAC) . 
Without  a  strong  foundation  there  can  be  little  development 
of  new  ideas.   This  Task  Force  has  selected  three  key  goals 
to  focus  on:   strengthening  communication,  refining  the 
organization  of  regional  meetings,  initiating  new 
activities . 

Because  Regional  Councils  no  longer  meet  monthly,  new 
organizational  challenges  have  confronted  the  group. 
Consequently,  Regional  meetings  have  often  been  ineffective 
and  inefficient.   It  is  the  goal  of  the  RSAC  chair-people  to 
create  Regional  Councils  that  are  well-informed  and 
motivated  to  accomplish  activities  that  will  benefit  the 
efforts  of  the  State  Council.   If  the  Regional  Councils 
become  more  focused,  communication  between  the  RSAC  and  the 
SAC  will  improve  and  the  issues  that  concern  students  the 
most  will  receive  the  attention  they  deserve. 

Activities 

I .  Communication 

One  of  the  objectives  of  the  Regional  Chairs  is  to  improve 
the  communication  between  all  the  levels  of  SAC.   To 
accomplish  this,  attendance  at  the  Regional  meetings  must  be 
improved.   The  Task  Force  will  be  sending  a  letter  to  each 
high  school  delegate  explaining  the  responsibility  and  power 
they  have  as  an  SAC  member.   To  raise  awareness  of  SAC  and 
student  activism,  Palatyi  (SAC  newsletter)  and  "Check  It 
Out"  will  be  distributed  to  each  high  school  through  the 
regional  members.   To  increase  communication  between  the 
Regional  Councils  and  the  State  Council,  all  Chairs  will 
attend  the  state  SAC  monthly  meetings.   Lastly,  we  will 
recruit  delegates  for  regional  SAC  from  unrepresented 
schools  by  sending  outreach  letters  to  high  school  Student 
Council  Presidents. 

II.  RSAC  Meetings 

Our  second  objective  is  to  enhance  the  Regional  SAC  meetings 
by  creating  more  productive  agendas. 

One  of  the  main  concerns  of  SAC  and  RSAC  members  is  the 
amount  of  information  that  is  not  reaching  individual  high 
schools.   To  address  this.  Regional  Chairs  will  incorporate 
into  each  regional  meeting  a  training  workshop  on  student 
rights,  strategies  and  methods  they  can  use  to  educate  their 
fellow  classmates. 

III.  Reform  Rally 

We  have  experienced  changes  in  the  quality  of  our  education. 
Unfortunately,  they  are  not  for  the  better.   We  believe  we 
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should  have  a  voice  in  our  future.   No  one  understands  or 
feels  the  impact  of  educational  cutbacks  like  students.   We 
feel  their  effects  as  we  sit  in  overcrowded  classrooms,  pay- 
user  fees  for  sports,  and  sit  idle  in  study  halls  where 
classes  were  once  available.   We  propose  to  hold  an 
educational  reform  rally  at  the  State  House,  which  would 
include  students  from  across  the  state.   In  doing  so,  we 
hope  to  have  our  opinion  heard  and  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Legislature. 

The  RSAC  Chairpeople  are  determined  to  revitalize  the 
Regional  Councils.   We  are  confident  that  our  efforts  to 
improve  communication,  to  ensure  organization,  and  to  create 
new  activities  will  further  the  role  of  SAC  as  a  powerful 
student  organization.   If  the  Regional  SAC  works 
effectively,  the  accomplishments  of  the  State  SAC  will  be 
even  greater. 
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